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HIGHLANDS VISION

The Highlands is a primarily residential community, rural in nature, and blessed
with an exceptional abundance of scenic beauty, native plant and animal life, and
public parkland. Those of us who live here place high value on the natural
environment and our rural lifestyle. Highlanders are actively involved in the
community, which fosters a spirit that is bothreétint and cooperative.

The Highlands will strive to diversify its economy while preserving our natural
systems, including the aquifers on which we depend so heavily. Land use
decisions will be guided by a community plan, with the ongoing involvement of
residents.

As stewards of our unique natural environment, we will protect its integrity. We will
retain sufficient lands in their natural state to permit a diversity of plant and animal
life to flourish and to ensure that the rural lifestyle we enjoy today can be experi-
enced by future generatioh®e believe in the value of open and green space, trail
systems, and outdoor recreational opportunities, both to enhance life in the High-
lands and to contribute to the wWading of southern Vancouver Island as a whole.

We will provide for an adequate tax base, including light industrial, related
commercial and naturelated recreational uses in some areas of the Highlands, in
order to support basic, affordable municipal services and facilities. We will
encourage alternative transportation choices, housing choices, and a community
hall.

New development in the Highlands will be in keeping with the rural character of the
community and carefully designed to protect sensitive environmental conditions.
The pace of change should be gradual and the type of development should leave a
small footprint on the land.
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