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2026 General Local 
Elections

General local elections in B.C. are are held 
every four years on the third Saturday in 
October. The next general local election 
will be held on Saturday, October 17, 2026.

There will be multiple voting opportunities 
for the 2026 General Local Election as 
follows:
• Advance Voting 1 - October 7, 2026 -

Highlands Fire Department (East Fire 
Hall), 3613 Woodridge Place, from 8:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

• Advance Voting 2 - October 14, 2026 -
Highlands Community Hall, 729 
Finlayson Arm Road, from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m.

• General Voting Day - October 17, 2026 -
Highlands Community Hall, 729 
Finlayson Arm Road, from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m.

Questions about the election may be sent 
to elections@highlands.ca or by calling 
250-474-1773.

FireSmart Starts with You Are you Ready?
With the wildfire season is still upon us, first responders 

are prepared. Now it’s your turn.

Take steps to protect your home and ensure you have 

a clear evacuation plan.

Free FireSmart Home Assessments are now available. These no-
charge, personalized on-site visits help homeowners 
understand their property’s wildfire risk and receive practical, 
easy-to-implement recommendations — from vegetation 
management to building materials and hazard mitigation.

Early action matters. Taking steps now can significantly improve 
your home’s resilience and contribute to a safer community.

To book your free assessment, contact Michael Henderson, 
FireSmart Coordinator at: firesmart@highlands.ca
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Fire Chief's Update: Outdoor Burning Season Approaching
Backyard Burning Expected to Reopen October 15
If weather conditions continue to improve, backyard burning of hand 
piles and approved incinerators is expected to reopen on October 15. 
This date remains subject to fire danger conditions.
Residents must obtain a free burn permit before burning. Permits are 
available online at hvfd.burnpermits.com.
Campfires Still Prohibited
Although the BC Wildfire Service has lifted the campfire ban on 
Provincial Crown land across Vancouver Island, campfires remain 
prohibited within the Highlands Fire Protection Area.
The Greater Victoria region continues to experience High to Extreme fire 
danger ratings, and local conditions require a cautious approach. The 
Highlands Fire Department will continue monitoring conditions and will 
reopen campfires when it is safe to do so.
Thank you for your patience and cooperation in helping reduce the risk 
of wildfire.
Woodstove Use is Permitted, But Caution is Advised
Woodstoves are not included in the current outdoor burning 
restrictions, and residents may legally operate them at this time. 
However, the Fire Department recommends delaying woodstove use 
whenever possible until fire danger levels decrease further.

Please Help Keep Highlands Safe
The recent cooler temperatures are encouraging, but our forests and grasslands remain exceptionally dry. A few more weeks of caution 
will help protect our community, our firefighters, and neighbouring properties from unnecessary wildfire risk.
We thank residents for their continued cooperation and attention to fire safety. Updates on burning restrictions and campfire
permissions will be provided as conditions change.
Dean Ford, Fire Chief & Emergency Program Coordinator
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What is the HDCA?
The HDCA (Highlands District Community Association) is YOUR community association and provides opportunities for social, 
cultural, and educational activities. The HDCA, in conjunction with the Heritage Park Society and the Fire Department, presents 
the annual Highland Fling every September with music, games, a market, BBQ and displays. It also organizes the Community 
Clean Up, the Easter Egg Hunt, the Speakers Series, and supports the Broom Bash and Music Nights. The HDCA also acts as a link 
between the community and our council, and advocates for community issues. HDCA activities are open to all residents of the 
Highlands and we encourage everyone to become a member.

It's Fling Time! Make sure you have Sunday September 13th marked on your calendar. It's time for the Annual Highland Fling. If 
you have attended the Fling previously I don't have to tell you how much fun it is. For those new to the Highlands take the time
to join the community festival this year. Our mayor Ken Williams will open the festivities at 12 noon and there will be live music 
throughout the afternoon with Backyard Boulevard and Allen Dobb sharing the stage . Bring a chair or blanket and have a seat 
listening to music and watching the festivities. Take the time to wander through the market stands with crafts, produce and even
some early Christmas shopping! Browse the exhibits from local organizations which will include Rocky Point Bird Observatory, 
the Natural History Society, Habitat Acquisition trust HAT and Greater Victoria Public Library. If you have children they will be 
entertained all afternoon with face painting, balloon animals, games including sack races, egg toss, doughnuts on a string and the 
candy toss as well as activities organized by Westshore Recreation staff. Early attendees will be able to enjoy the BBQ with hot
dogs, corn on the cob and even some ice cream. Even though the super dry summer season is almost over take the time to visit 
the Fire Department's tent and learn how to fire smart your property while the kids tackle the obstacle course. Finally stop by the 
HDCA tent to check in with the HELP program - this safety-oriented initiative assigns Highland residents to a neighbourhood
group with a leader who can distribute information in emergencies - fires, earthquakes, snowstorms.

Star Party We finally had the weather cooperate and had a very successful astronomy night in August at Twinflower Park. It was 
so successful we are planning on another star party next summer.

Highland Music Nights organized by Zhinoos Armstrong continue at Caleb Pike Heritage Park, sponsored by HDCA and HHPS. 
Dates are normally the second Saturday of the month, 7 pm, however the next music night is September 26th

Summer Markets The Summer Markets are over but if you missed out this year you have one more chance as there is a Market 
at the Fling (Sep 13).  All sorts of items for sale including vegetables, preserves, baking, woodwork, cards, art, candles, eggs and 
lots more. If you would like a table please contact Karel@roessong.com

All Candidates Meetings It's election time for Municipalities and the HDCA is organizing two All Candidates Meetings, virtually on 
Oct 1 and in person on Oct 6th. The 'in person' event will be at the Community Hall at 7 pm. Once the official slate is announced 
we will know if we have more candidates running than seats available.  When we have more information it will be posted on the
bulletin boards, the webpage and our FB page. Candidates interested in participating in the All Candidates meetings should 
contact the chair of HDCA, (Doone Watson  doonew@hotmail.com)

Call for Volunteers If you have ideas for speakers, or other events and want to be involved with planning, please contact Doone 
Watson at doonew@hotmail.com. If you would like to join our board we have several openings for directors-at-large. This allows 
you to participate without having major responsibilities.

Communications in the Highlands  Recent events in the Highlands have revealed how difficult it can be to communicate with 
Highlands residents. The HDCA has traditionally used our bulletin boards to post information on our events but these boards are 
beginning to age to a point where five of them have been removed for repairs. There is now question as to the future of the 
bulletin boards and the HDCA has requested that the new council address the bigger picture of communication at the same time 
they determine the future of the bulletin boards. We have recommended a town hall approach to help determine if the future 
will be exclusively electronic communications or if the bulletin boards should remain. In the meantime the District will arrange
for the temporary use of sandwich boards at the five locations where the bulletin boards have been removed. If you have strong 
feelings about what to do with the bulletin boards let the HDCA know!

In the meantime for information on HDCA events there are several options. We still rely heavily on our community bulletin 
boards, located beside each bank of mail boxes, to relay information.  Please take the time to read the official side of the board. 
If you are reading this you have already found the Highlands District Newsletter put out by the District four times a year. The 
newsletter is sent electronically and paper copies are available in the plastic holders on the bulletin boards. The Sandwich Boards 
on the roadside at the entrances to the Highlands will also remind you of upcoming events. Finally, we post events on our Face 
Book page and on our website.  See the links below. Note that our HDCA Facebook page is not the one called Highlands BC 
Community (which is a great source of information, but is a private page)

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064562177401 https://highlands-hdca.weebly.com

Highlands District Community Association Update - Fall Newsletter
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Highlands Community Garden 
Update

A few years ago, a small group of community 
gardeners got together every month to talk 
about the relationship between our gardening 
efforts and the broader history of colonization.      
We spent several months learning about the 
precolonial history of the Highlands and from 
that we developed a land acknowledgement and 
an action plan to honour local First Nations and 
the TRC’s recommendations.
This past year we have been planning and 
preparing a native plant area at the entrance to 
the garden so we can learn more about the 
plants that grew here before colonization and 
restore some habitat. We will be planting and 
seeding the area with local native plants this fall.
If you are interested in, or have expertise in local 
native plant species, please join us! (annual 
membership is $20).

Email HighlandsCommunityGarden@outlook.com for more 
info about becoming a member and come grow with us!

Where Do Your Recycled Plastics Go?
In British Columbia, most plastics collected through residential recycling programs are managed by Recycle BC
and sent to Merlin Plastics, a BC-based processor that sorts materials for use in new products.
Because residential recycling is tracked and regulated, residents can have confidence that recyclable plastics 
placed in approved programs enter a managed system with accountability and oversight.
Every item sorted correctly helps keep valuable resources out of the landfill and supports BC's recycling industry.
Learn more:• Recycle BC: The Recycling Process • Merlin Plastics: Our Process • BC Recycling Regulation: 
Extended Producer Responsibility



COUNCIL
Mayor Ken Williams

kwilliams@highlands.ca
250-882-5481

Councillor Leslie Anderson 
leslie.corvidconsulting@gmail.com

778-350-8180

Councillor Ann Baird
ann@eco-sense.ca

250-812-5481

Councillor  Gord Baird
gord.baird@gmail.com

250-818-7986

Councillor Marcie McLean
marciemclean@shaw.ca

250-474-4725

Councillor Karel Roessingh
karel@roessong.com

250-727-9808

Councillor Rose Stanton
rose26@telus.net

250-474-3403

www.highlands.ca | 1980 Millstream Road | Highlands, BC | V9B 6H1 | 250-474-1773

Contact InfoCommunity News


