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Subject: UBCM RESOLUTION ON CEEI FOLLOW UP
BACKGROUND
In 2017, Highlands council submitted a resolution to AVICC on the Comprehensive Reporting of Community Energy and
Emissions Inventories (CEEI). This was supported by Vancouver Island municipalities and was subsequently supported
by British Columbia municipalities at UBCM in the fall of 2017.
Link to original memo regarding this resolution: http://highlands.ca/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/3371?fileID=3688
Since we have not received a formal response (that I am aware of) I looked up the resolution on line. Here’s the link:
https://www.ubcm.ca/resolutions/ResolutionDetail.aspx?id=5218&index=0&year=&no=&resTitle=Inventory&spons=&res
=&prov=&fed=&other=&conv=&exec=&comm=&sortCol=year&sortDir=asc
Here’s the full text of the provincial response with my comments in the notes.
"Ministry of Environment & Climate Change Strategy: The Province provides information on greenhouse gas
emissions from land-use change as a result of deforestation at the provincial level in the annual greenhouse
gas inventory posted on the Ministry’s website. Note 1 The Province does not collect or maintain information on
the embodied emissions in vehicles, building materials, and all consumer goods; aviation for individuals and
commercial transport; or change in soil carbon as a result of agricultural activities; Note 2 and receives limited
information from the federal government on greenhouse gas emissions from net deforestation. Note 1 Where
information is available and can be credibly disaggregated, the province has provided greenhouse gas
emissions information to communities in BC. The Province is currently examining opportunities to enhance the
information received from the federal government annually with information derived from measured and
reported greenhouse gas emissions and activities in British Columbia. The greenhouse gas emissions inventory
forms the basis of government’s report on climate change progress as required by the Greenhouse Gas
Reductions Target Act. The obligation to report greenhouse gas emissions at the community level lies with
each individual community that has signed the BC Climate Action Charter as part of the commitment to being
carbon neutral and to create complete, compact, energy-efficient communities. Note 3 The Climate Action
Secretariat has assisted communities with their commitment to measuring and reporting on their community’s
GHG emissions profile by attempting to disaggregate provincial greenhouse gas emissions by community.
Some past information used to support this disaggregation is no longer available. Note 4 The ability to provide
future community level greenhouse gas emissions information will depend on availability of data and
information as well as resources with the Climate Action Secretariat to disaggregate available information. The
Climate Action Secretariat is able to make available province wide energy consumption data provided by BC
Hydro and FortisBC at the community level on an annual basis. This information likely accounts for over half of
an average community’s greenhouse gas emissions. Note 5 The Climate Action Secretariat does not have
access to community level transportation fuel information to allow the reporting of transport sector emissions at
the community level. The Climate Action Secretariat, Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, ICBC and
the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources are exploring approaches to collecting information on
annual vehicle use at the community level."
Note 1: GHGe from deforestation are not counted in the CEEI given to municipalities
Note 2: Embodied carbon (GHGe from the production of our material goods) is not counted
Note 3: Municipalities, as signatories for the BC Climate Action Charter, are ultimately responsible for quantifying
emissions
Note 4: The quality of the CEEI numbers given to municipalities has declined and the numbers are not complete
Note 5: The CEEI numbers only account for about half of the emissions
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This information has confirmed for council the information I have shared verbally regarding reporting of GHGe in our
community. Some communities like Saanich and Victoria were part of a pilot project to measure their GHG. The full
Saanich report is here (https://www.saanich.ca/assets/Community/Documents/Planning/plans/Climate Plan
Backgrounder Document October 25 2018 Web.pdf) It also confirms that only about half of the community’s emissions
are captured with the CEEI numbers.
Saanich 2015 Consumption Based GHG Inventory
= 881,000 tonnes carbon
= 7.7 tonnes carbon/person
It would be reasonable to extrapolate from these numbers and assume that Highlands numbers are about 8 tonnes
carbon/person. Reasons for this is that we have slightly larger homes, drive more, and have slighter higher incomes.
Personal carbon emissions are a separate number than that of Highlands corporate emissions, but all emissions are
currently underreported.
Further to this is the latest IPCC report stating that GHGs must reduce by 45% by 2030 AND by 100% by 2050 AND
simultaneously we must remove carbon from the atmosphere (carbon sequestration). Achieving these drastic reductions
will ‘hopefully’ avoid what is called a “Hot House Earth” event triggered by moving rapidly past a 1.5 deg C rise in global
average temperatures. Going beyond 1.5 deg C is quite uncertain but it is agreed that climate feedbacks will kick in
(they are already kicking in) thus accelerating mass extinction and perhaps collapse of human civilization within
decades. According to the World Wildlife Federation we have already lost over 60% of all wildlife since 1970.
http://www.wwf.ca/about_us/lprc/
Beginning April 1, 2018, B.C.'s carbon tax rate is $35 per tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions. The tax rate will
increase each year by $5 per tonne until it reaches $50 per tonne in 2021.
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/planning-and-action/carbon-tax The critical piece here
is that BC communities are only counting about half.
I bring this information forward for council’s consideration when discussing future corporate offsets as part of the BC
Climate Action Charter carbon neutrality program.
Possible motions for consideration at this time:
1. That council direct staff to include this report when considering corporate offsets for the BC Climate Action
Charter carbon neutrality program.
2. That council direct staff to include updated community GHGs in future annual reports and other appropriate
documents rather than relying on the outdated and incomplete CEEI numbers.
Respectfully Submitted,

Councillor Ann Baird
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