MEMO
To Council
August 14, 2017
TO:

Mayor and Council

File: 4520-27
Date: August 10, 2017

FROM: Loranne Hilton
Chief Administrative Officer
RE:

CORRESPONDENCE TO PROVINCE RE MINES ACT PERMIT –
OK INDUSTRIES LTD.

BACKGROUND
At its meeting held June 19, 2017, Council directed staff to draft a letter to Premier John Horgan, MLA
Andrew Weaver, MLA Sonia Fursteneau, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
and the Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources further outlining Council’s concerns in
relation to the OK Industries Ltd’s Mines Act Permit Application.
It was understood the letter would be sent following the swearing in of government once the
appropriate contacts were known. Accordingly, the attached draft letter is before Council for
consideration.
Council also directed that the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources staff be requested
to attend a Council meeting to provide information to Council on the Mines Act process. While staff
has not yet been able to arrange a specific date, communication has been made between District staff
and Ministry staff.
OPTIONS
1. That the Mayor be authorized to sign and send the attached letter on behalf of Council regarding
OK Industries Ltd’s Mines Act Permit Application.
2. That Council provide alternate direction to staff.
RECOMMENDATION
That the Mayor be authorized to sign and send the letter attached to the August 10, 2017
Memorandum from the Chief Administrative Officer, on behalf of Council, regarding OK Industries
Ltd’s Mines Act Permit Application.
Respectfully submitted,

Loranne Hilton
Chief Administrative Officer
Attach.
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DATE

The Honourable John Horgan, MLA
Premier of British Columbia
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4
Dear Premier:
Re:

Ok Industries Ltd. Mines Act Permit Application
Reference Number: Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations/1610713

At its meeting held June 19, 2017, District of Highlands Council considered a referral from the
Province in respect to the above noted application, and passed a resolution to respectfully
express its position of opposition to the application and send the attached letter in response to
the referral request.
Council also resolved to send a separate letter to you with copies to the Minister of Energy,
Mines and Petroleum Resources, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, and
to MLA’s Andrew Weaver and Sonia Fursteneau to provide some further comments in relation
to the concerns Council has regarding the proposed Mines Act Permit.
The District of Highlands Council and community is very concerned with the protection of its
groundwater resources. Except for a small area of development at the District’s southern
border, the community is served by individual wells and septic systems. Water is the District’s
most valuable resource. Located to the north of the proposed quarry site is the Tervita landfill,
which accepts contaminated material, and the Millstream Meadows site owned by the Capital
Regional District that is currently undergoing remediation, and is directly adjacent to the west of
the proposed quarry operation. Council members have expressed concern about the required
blasting for the quarry operation and the potential risk to groundwater associated with
disturbance of the adjacent contaminated sites as a result of blasting and in respect to the
hydrogeology of the area.
The proposed site, acquired by the applicant from the Province of BC, is adjacent to Thetis Lake
Regional Park, with which it shares an ecological connection and trails used by the public.
Council notes the references to the Capital Regional District’s identified sensitive ecosystem
inventory within the Preliminary Ecological Report attached to the application. This report
identifies wetland polygons and second growth forest polygons and aerial photographs show
what appears to be significant numbers of trees over the property.
Accordingly, Council is concerned about the impact of the proposed activities on the ecology of
the site as a result of the proposed quarry operation, and has also drawn attention to the
potential carbon footprint of the proposed operation.
…/2
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Letter to The Honourable John Horgan
Re: Ok Industries Ltd. Mines Act Permit Application
Page 2 of 2

In addition, impact to the residents of the surrounding area in terms of blasting noise was a
factor considered during the rezoning and Official Community Plan amendment application
process, which said application, as noted in the attached letter, was denied. Council has
expressed its ongoing concern in this regard with the current Mines Act permit application.
Council very much appreciates your time in considering the concerns outlined in this letter and
the formal referral response to the application and would be pleased to enter into additional
dialogue regarding this application.
Yours truly,

Ken Williams
Mayor
Attach.
cc:

Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Andrew Weaver, MLA
Sonia Fursteneau, MLA
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